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FREE  

The  Tun 
The Old English word ‘Tun’  means a cask or barrel of beer 

 Essential reading for beer lovers everywhere 
 

Swindon & North Wiltshire CAMRA 

HHHAPPYAPPYAPPY ‘21 ‘21 ‘21STSTST’ B’ B’ B IRTHDAYIRTHDAYIRTHDAY!!!   
The ‘Swindon Annual Beer Festival’ celebrates it 21st  year this autumn. Being held 
for the second year, at ‘STEAM’ Museum of the GWR, between 1st-3rd Nov (see 
pages 6-7 for more information). With a planned selection of well over 75 beers, a 
number of ciders and for the first time this year, we have included a stand selling lo-
cally produced wines. There will also be food available to purchase. 
The festival is organised and will be staffed by volunteers, all members of CAMRA. 
If you are a member and would like to help out in anyway, please email us at 
contact@swindoncamra.org.uk help is needed for behind the scenes activities as well 
as when the festival is open. If you would like to be a volunteer and help out at next 
years’ Swindon Beer Festival or at others held around the country and are not currently 

a CAMRA member, complete and return our membership form on 
Page 11. 
Autumn sees CAMRA branches hosting a number of beer festivals 
along the M4 corridor within easy reach of Swindon & North 
Wilts. Oxford 11-13th Oct, Bath 19-20th Oct, Swindon 1-3rd Nov 
and Cardiff 22-24th Nov, details of these and all other CAMRA 
beer festivals can be found by accessing www.camra.org.uk 

Also in this issue: 
 

- Pub of the Year 2007  
 

- ‘Focus On’ Cricklade 
 

- Latest news from 
  Swindon & North Wilts 
  Breweries 
 

- Local Pub News 
 

- Beer Festival Entry & 
  Travel Information 
 

- Beer Quiz &  
  Competition 
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‘The Tun’ is the newsletter of Swindon & North Wilts  
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale. 
 

It is published Quarterly , January, April, July & 
October with each issue 2500 free copies are distri b-
uted to pubs and other drinking establishments 
across the Swindon and surrounding area of North 
Wiltshire.  Please email the editor if you would li ke to 
be included on the distribution list. 
 

Editor 
Joanne Heavens 
editor@swindoncamra.org.uk 
 

To advertise please email the editor. 
 

Valuable contributions have been received for this 
issue from: 
Brenda & Peter Wollaston, Ruth Shepherd, Chris 
James, Gill White, Richard James, Hans Hoffbauer, 
Bill Bendall, Kevin Galton, John Keepin and others.   
 

Back issues , along with all Swindon & North Wilt-
shire’s Real Ale news, can be found on our website:  
www.swindoncamra.org.uk 
 

Please do share this issue of ‘The Tun’ with fellow 
beer lovers and dispose of it carefully. 
 

The views expressed in this publication are those o f 
the individual contributors and not necessarily tho se 
of the branch or © CAMRA Ltd. www.camra.org.uk 
 
 

Printed by Kite Press, Signal Way, Swindon. 

 

Branch Meetings are on the first 
Wednesday of each month. All meetings 
and events are relaxed and friendly. Mem-
bers and non-members  
 
3rd           Oct         The Kings Arms, Old Town 
                              (Branch monthly meeti ng) 
17th        Oct         The Sun, Liddington 
                              (Social) 
1-3rd       Nov        Beer Festival, ‘Steam’ 
7th          Nov        The Kings Hotel, Old Town 
                              (Branch Monthly Meeti ng) 
21st        Nov        Five Bells, Wootton Bassett 
                              (Social) 
5th          Dec        The Kings Hotel, Old Town 
                              (Branch Monthly Meeti ng) 
19th        Dec        The Cricketers, Emlyn Sq 
                              (Social) 
9th          Jan         The Kings Hotel, Old Town 
                              (Branch Monthly Meeti ng) 
19th        Jan         Annual Dinner-Venue TBC 
                              (Social) 
 

All CAMRA members are welcome to attend. 

Credits. . . : Branch Diary: 
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For more information about 
joining CAMRA log on to: www.
camra.org.uk  Membership Corner: 



Page 10                                                                       The Tun  

  

�����������	
���	���
	�������	�������
����������

Page 3                                                                         The Tun  

 

1���
����2��
���3�
'����������
����������������
�������
 
������
�	���
����
���3�
'���4��	�
��0�
����5�6���'��
�
'���/�����'�	�5���

�
���
�
'���6�����
��5�6���'��
�
'��������1��
�5�2�����
����	
��0�����
'��������5�6���'��
�
'���'��
�1�����5�������
���������
'���������4�������5�6���'��
�
'���7���
��'���5����
��
�
'�����������	���5���
��	�����
'���!�
�	�5�2��
���!�
�	�
�
8�����2��
���3�
9�:���5�4���
��2�	�������
����������;'���
"�
��4���<��
=���	��5�9�������	�������
����������
;4���<�
'����������������5�������!�	���
����
���
�������;8�����
�����<��
�
4���	������
��3�
'��������5�6���'��

�'���>	����5�0	����
4���
�'��������5��	������
��
��
��'���
�����5�#����
�������������
�	���	�������
������'�����������	��5��	������
�����
���
�	� ����������
�
2����	��3�
'���������	��&	���5�������
�������������

�����������
��'��������0��	�5����������
"��������
����
�?�����
�
4�����	�
���
�
&��	��3�
'���2�	��	<��4����5��	������
��
��'���
���
���
�&	���5�'��������
�0	���
�
8�	������
��
��������������
�;2����
!�	���<����	������
�������� ��	����������
�
6���	�"���8���3�
'�����
���	���������&	����������;'���
2	��
<� ���	����

�	���
�������
�������	��
���������
�����	��
����	����
���������������
�������	�����	�����	�;��
��������	<@��
��
������
���	�����'���������2������5�>�	���
������������������	�	����;�����
�<�%�������
��	���<���������	�����
���<��	��
�
����
�
'����
����������
�����	���������
���	�
2&!4&��	�����	��������������������
��������
�/���
��
�����
��'���9�:�A�

Arkells:  
Had a very successful beer festival on 8th 
September. Bees Organic was available in time 
for their beer festival in ‘Cask’ and went very 
well. This is the second time it was available in 
cask and they hope to put it into cask again 
soon. They  have also recently purchased The 
Lansdowne — Calne. Following the death of 
Claude Arkell (owner of Donnington Brewery) 
James and Peter Arkell have been left the brew-
ery which they hope to be able to keep running 
as a family brewery. 
 

Ramsbury: 
The brewery have just brewed ‘Gold’ for Tesco, 
and Waitrose are looking to take on 
‘Flintknapper’. ‘Sunsplash’ has been a great 
success this summer so they are still brewing it 

Brewery News: Pub News: 

By being a member of CAMRA (Campaign for 
Real Ale), your subscription helps to finance the 
Campaign and when we are lobbying for 
improvements to legislation, or campaigning to 
keep breweries in business, the more members 
means we can be taken more seriously. 
 

Current membership in Swindon & North Wilt-
shire is just over 400, while nationally it is over 
88,000. if you are not already a member a 
membership form is available on page 11 for 
you  to complete or join online at www.camra.
org.uk 
 

Membership fees are just £20 per year (£1.66 
a month). There are many benefits to being 
CAMRA member. Some of which 
are; Free or discounted entry into 
over 150 beer festivals that 
CAMRA organise, including the 
Great British Beer Festival and the 
exclusive members Newspaper 
called ‘What’s Brewing’, a 
monthly newspaper informing you 

Membership Info: 

Crown, Stratton, recently found a swarm of Bees in��������	
����	�  ��
	����  umbrella, could this be a source for their Honey Beer ? and the landlord of The Swiss Chalet, Gorse Hill, supplies waterproof��������	
�������
����
��  jackets, for his customers when it is raining.   Several pubs in our area were affected by flood damage in July including The Fox & Hounds, Haydon Wick and The Jolly Tar, Hannington.     
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is known as the Jubilee Clock and was 
erected in 1898 in honour of Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubliee in the pre-
ceding year. It stands outside The Vale 
Hotel in the high street, where the 
Town Cross once stood. There are two 
replicas of the cross in Cricklade; one 
is in St Sampson's grounds, the other 
in St Mary's, and there is a 
certain local rivalry as to which one is 
believed to be the original. 
There is also the local museum, and 
there used to be a railway. However, 
nowadays, the railway around 
Cricklade is disused, and the track is 
often used as a footpath. South of the 
town, however, the Swindon & 
Cricklade Railway is restoring the line 
as a leisure facility.  
The town's main claim to fame is the 
large nature reserve, North Meadow, 
which harbours some 80% of Britain's 
wild Snake’s Head Fritillaries in its 
150 acres, which flower in late April/
early May. The meadow is situated 
between two rivers, the Thames and 
the Chun, with a preservation order of 
the Court Leet, the Saxon system of 
town governance made sure the land 
was held in common. 
Cricklade is surrounded by lovely 
countryside. The Thames Path 
National Trail passes through the town 
on its way to London, and is ideal for 
walking, riding and cycling. 
 
 

So if you are considering taking a trip 
out to Cricklade and the ‘Red Lion’ , 
other pubs you might like to try are: 
The Old Bear, Vale Hotel, White 
Heart Hotel and The White Lion. 
All situated along the High Street in 

Cricklade, called “the most intact 
example of a late Saxon new town in 
Britain”, is a small town in north  
Wiltshire, the only Wiltshire town 
on the banks of the River Thames. The 
name Cricklade means “the place by 
the river crossing”.  
Situated just under 10 miles north-west 
of Swindon, on the A419 between 
Swindon and Cirencester, it was 
founded in the ninth century by the 
Saxons. The walled town was built by 
Alfred the Great as a defence against 
the Danes and was important enough to 
produce its own coins. 
In Roman times Cricklade lay on 
Ermin Street, one of the great Roman 
roads of Britain which runs from 
Gloucester (Glevum) via Cirencester 
(Corinium) to Silchester (Calleva 
Atrebatum). Although Cricklade had 
been on the track ways between the 
territories of early tribes long before 
that. 
The wide High Street has some 
interesting pubs and speciality shops, 
with a remarkable range of architecture 
dating from the 13th century St Samp-
son's and medieval St Mary's Churches 
and the Robert Jenner School of 1652. 

Focus On: 
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Have a try of our beer related quiz below.  
All answers can be found on our web site: 
www.swindoncamra.org.uk  
 

1. What is the smallest quantity of draught beer that can be sold in Britain? 
2. If you were delivered a ‘Hogshead’ of beer, how many gallons would you have? 
3. What did drinkers first see on January 24th, 1935? 
4. Which product was advertised as ‘Smooth Enough To Sell Itself’? 
5. What does a ‘Tegestologist’ collect? 
6. In the making of beer, do brewers use the Male or Female flowers of the hop 
plant? 
7. Where would you buy a ‘Steinlarger’ beer? 
8. Which English brewery has the oldest patent on beer? 
9.In August 1960 what was the average price of a pub-served pint of beer? 
10. What ‘S’ is a beer mug with a hinged lid? 
  
 
Enter our competition to win free entry for yourself and one other to 
Swindon Beer Festival’s opening night on Thursday 1st November 
2007. To enter just answer the following question: 
 

                           Who is the patron saint of ‘Beer’? 
 

Answers by email with your contact details to ‘The Tun’ editor before 
the end of Sunday 28th October: editor@swindoncamra.org.uk 

If you have a Beer (or even a Blonde) joke 
you’d like us to feature, email them to me 
at: editor@ swindoncamra.org.uk  

Q: What do blondes and beer bottles have in common?  

A: Both are empty from the neck up. (before I get any complaints from you blondies out there, as 
the editor, I feel I have the right to put blonde jokes in, as I too am blonde)  

 

Things that are difficult to say when you're drunk...   
a) Innovative   b) Preliminary   c) Proliferation   d) Cinnamon  

 Things that are VERY difficult to say when you're drunk...  
a) Specificity   b) British Constitution   c) Passive-aggressive disorder   d) Transubstantiate  

Things that are ABSOLUTELY IMPOSSIBLE to say when you're drunk...      
1)Thanks, but I don't want to go home with you.  
2) Sorry, but you're not really my type…….  
3) Nope, no more beer for me.  
4) No kebab for me, thank you.  
5) Good evening Officer, isn't it lovely out tonight?  
6) I'm not interested in fighting you.  
7) Oh, I just couldn't - no one wants to hear me sing.  
8) Thank you, but I won't make any attempt to dance, I have no co-ordination. I'd hate to look like a 
fool.  
9) Where is the nearest toilet? I refuse to vomit in the street.  
10) I must be going home now as I have work in the morning. 
 

Quiz Corner: 

Joke Corner: 



Page 8                                                                         The Tun  

 

 

 
 

The Ramsbury Brewery 
 

Priory Farm, Axford, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 2H A 
Brewery: 01672 541407 Office: 01672 520647 

Sales: 07843 289527 
 

www.
ramsbury-
brewery.

com 
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is all it costs for a quarter 
page advert to connect 

with more than 

2500 
drinkers 

 

Advertising in Swindon & North 
Wiltshire CAMRA’s ‘The Tun’ 

couldn’t be simpler, email us for 
more information at: 

 

editor@swindoncamra.org.uk 
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The Red Lion is committed to 
providing beer aficionado’s with the 
best of local and national brews. 
Continually sourcing award winning 
ales and globally ‘voted bests’ they 
are proud to shout out that in the 
last three years they have filled 
mugs with over 2500 different 
beers. 
Fine Food is also on offer, with 
chefs using local produce to prepare  
delicate gastronomic delights for it’s 
customers. There is also en-suite 
accommodation which has been 
recently refurbished to be homely 
and above all comfortable with crisp 
linen and warm rooms which are 
spotlessly clean. 
I hope you’ll agree the ‘Red Lion’ at 
Cricklade is certainly well worth a 
visit. 
 

For more information access: 

Our nomination for this year’s Pub Of The Year 
competition is the ‘Red Lion’ at Cricklade (right). 
Richard James (below on the right), CAMRA 
representative, presented the 2007 certificate to Jim 
Mitchell of the ‘Red Lion’ on 18th July for being 
voted Pub Of The Year by Swindon & North Wilts 
CAMRA. 
This pub is a worthy nominee to go forward for the 
national competition, primarily because of the 
quality wide ranging beers, but also the many 
characteristics of the pub’s interior and gardens, 
which contribute to the enchanting atmosphere. 
Boasting a minimum of 9 real ales at any one time 
(see bottom picture featuring the hand-pumps), 
makes this pub an excellent contender for this 
National competition.  

Pub Of The Year 2007 
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By Rail:   
Swindon is on the main London to Bristol/
Swansea line. There is a taxi rank just outside the 
station, although walking from Swindon Railway 
station to the festival is relatively easy and should 
take no more than 15 minutes at a leisurely pace. 
Turn right outside the station and walk along the 
Station Road towards Emlyn Square, staying on 
the right-hand side of the road. Walk through the 
second underpass on the right — signed ‘Great 
Western Business Centre’, and up the ramp at the 
end. At the top of the ramp, you will see the 
National Monuments Record Centre (NMRC) on 
your right. Walk past the NMRC, turn left and 
follow the pedestrian route to STEAM. At the far 
end, turn left for the entrance and there will be 
signs to lead you to the ‘Swindon Beer Festival 
2007’ entrance. 
Please make a note that the underpass is open 
during normal working hours and will shut at ap-
proximately 6.30pm.  An alternative route (as 
follows) will need to be taken when returning to the 
Swindon railway station after this time. 
Exit the Beer Festival at STEAM and turn right, 
following the pedestrian route heading towards 
Kemble Drive. Turn Left onto Kemble Drive  

  
towards the mini-roundabout. At the roundabout, 
turn left onto Rodbourne Road, keeping to the 
left-hand side of the road and follow this under the 
railway line. Take the first left onto Church Place 
then walk straight on to Bristol Street. Continue 
walking straight on for approximately half a mile 
and you will see that you are back on Station Road 
with the railway station on your left. This route 
should take approximately 20-30 minutes.  
 
By Road:  
Follow the brown tourist signs for the Outlet Cen-
tre, Great Western Heritage Area, or the ‘M’ for 
STEAM Museum sign. 
Steam can be found to the left of the Food Court 
entrance of the Outlet Centre. STEAM can also be 
reached through the ‘At Home’ section of the Out-
let Centre. 
Although there is car parking for the Outlet Centre 
& STEAM, they close approximately half an hour 
after the centre and it’s shops shut. 
 
Taxi telephone numbers will be available from 
Beer Festival staff on the night. 

Getting There: 
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