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14th Readlng Beer & Cider Festival 1st-4th May 2008

h‘“‘m __ The festival organisers promised that it would be
..L ~ their Biggest and Best festival yet, and they certainly
; 7 delivered! Offering around 400 beers of varying
strengths and styles from all over the British Isles,
—, including around 50 milds in line with the national
i, CAMRA promaotion in May. The milds were also very
8 handily highlighted in the programme, as were any
| new breweries that had started production since last
' years festival or publication of the current Good
Beer Guide; a very useful feature when trying to
decide what to choose next!
For those that chose to get "Happily Appley” there
~ was also a selection of about 160 ciders and perry’s
S or you could “go continental” at the well stocked
Formgn Beer Bar. Also available was a good selection of Country Wines and even some stuff called
“Coffee”, which is apparently a non-alcoholic beverage made from beans instead of malt and hops.
This was my first visit to Reading Beer Festival, after numerous recommendaticns. It was just a short
walk from Reading Rail Station and by opening time, there was quite a queue, s if you decide to go
next year, get there early! The festival filled two huge marquees and attracted a great mix of age
groups, with more young people than usually seen at beer festivals; which was nice to see. A choice
of half or pint glasses were on offer, both of which were lined with a third and half, meaning you
could get through more of the excellent selection on offer.
| particularly enjoyed the Anastasia’s Exile Stout (5% ABV) from Ascot, a brewery which only
started last June at Camberley, Surrey, and the Invincible (4.6%ABV) from Irving brewery which
began brewing in November of 2007 in Portsmouth. This was a very tasty, full bodied chestnut
coloured ale with a pleasing balance of malt and hops and a nice clean finish.
More local offerings included the excellent Loddon beers, all of which were on top form, West
Berkshire, from which | enjoyed the Diamond Stitch (4. 2ABV), Tripple fff's Dazed & Confused
(4.6%ABV) was outstanding, Tring’s Jenny's Yarn (4.2%ABV) was very moor-ish and both Arkells
and Archers were flying the flag for Swindon.
| was also delighted to find some personal favourites including Orkney Dark Island and Nethergate
Umbel Ale; however, the number of ales avaaiabie that | hadn't trred before was amazing! A great
choice of food stalls helped me - "~ g
soldier on in the name of
discovery including a tasty Wild
Boar & Mushroom pie which
really hit the spot and lateron, a
really good Hog Roast Bap
soaked up some more for the
journey home. ;
Finally, | must praise the plentiful §
supply of good and pleasant
toilets, so often a let down at
other beer festivals - what goes
in. must come out!
If you haven't been to this
fantastic festival before, go along |
next year. | know | will. i
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Jonathan Crisp, aka JC










