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Swindon & Cricklade Railway Beer*Festival
Early May Bank Holiday 2008

During the weekend of 3rd-5th May some of the Swindon & North Wilts CAMRA branch
| members attended and volunteered at the Swindon & Cricklade Railway's 2nd Beer
| Festival.
| The festival was themed along the MSJWR railway line, which ran from Cheltenham to
' Southampton, and the beers that were o, offer were sourced from breweries closest to the
line. There were 16 beers available in totaFwhich went down very well throughout the
i weekend to the many visitors coming to see Wiltshire’s only standard-gauge heritage rail-
way. :
On the Saturday a diesel engine operated a passenger service from Blunsdon to Hayes
Knoll whilst on the Sunday & Monday the service was operated by a steam engine called
Salmon (picture bottom left). Monday also saw visitors entertained by the Malmesbury
Morris Men.
. This was a great day out and fun family event with a barbeque available which we all look
forward attending again next year on the first bank holiday in May. Gill White
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- Local Pub News
- CAMRA Membership Information

- Competition ‘Design Our Beer Festival
Logo for 2008’

- Beer Festivals & Joke Corner
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I is the newsletter of Swindon & North Wilts
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale.

' hed Quarterly, January, April, July & October
wsth ench issue 2000 FREE copies are distributed to pubs
and other drinking establishments across the Swindon
and surrounding area of North Wiltshire. Please email the
editor if you would like to be included on the distribution
list.

| rom
Ruth Sheplmrd David Heavens, Chris James, Gill & Gra-
ham White, Hans Hoffbauer, and others.

! , along with all Swindon & North Wiltshire's
Real AIE: news, can be found on our website:
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Please do share this issue of "7/ Tun’ with fellow beer

lovers and dispose of it carefully.

The views expressed in this publication are those of the
individual contributors and nc:-t r‘IPCGSSﬁI‘H}" those of the'
branch or ® CAMRA Lid. 1 |
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E_Branch Diary:

| 2nd

' Branch Meetings are on the nrsl chnesday

of each month normally at 8pm.

' All meetings and social events are relaxed

and friendly.
Please feel free to come along and join in:

4th Jun Brown Jack, 1 Priors Hill,
Wroughton
(8pm-—Branch monthly meeting)
|18th Jun  The Southbrook, Southbrook Street,
Swindon
(Bpm—=Social get together)
2nd Jul Riffs Bar, 26 Greatfield, Hook
(Bpm—Branch monthly meeting)
30th Oct Swindon Annual Beer Festival,
| To STEAM (Museum),
Mov Great Western Designer Village, Swindon

All CAMRA members and hen-members are
welcome to attend. Please do check our

' website before setting off for any of the above

in case of any Iast minute venue changes.

wharw.swindoncamra.org.uk

A beer for
every
occasion
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Moles Brewery
(Cascade Drinks Limited)
Merlin Way,
Bowerhill Trading Estate,
Melksham, Wiltshire
SN12 6T)

. www.molesbrewery.com
f},, Tel:
. 01225 708842
& 704734




Licensee Changes:
The following pubs have had new licensees in recent
months:

The Sun, Marlborough.

The Sir Daniel Arms, Fleet Street, Swindon.
The Antelope, Upavon.

The Famous Ale House, Rodbourne, Swindon.
The Royal George, Pavenhill, Purton.

The White Hart, Wroughton.

The Barleycomn, Coilingbourne Kingston,

The Sun, Coate Water, Swindon.

The Royzl Oak, Old Town, Swindon.

The Sandgate, Stratton St Margaret, Swindon.
The Eagle, Watchfield.

The Ploogh, Chiseldon.

Names Changes:
The Bedroom on the corner of Bridge Street and Fleet
Strest, Swandon is now called The Glasshouse

Refurbishments:

The Si=am Railway, Old Town, Swindon
has been refurbished recently.

The Broadwalk in Swindon is currently under going a
refrbishment

The Godidard Arms has been purchase by Barcuda Bars

Closures:
Th= Falcon, Westcott Place, Swindon and Pipers, Old
Tows, Ssandon, have recently closed.

Awards:

Comgratuiztions to Carofine and Kevin at The Carters Rest
in Wrosghion who were South of England area Regional
Fimai=3< for Punch Taverns Shine Awards 2008 in the
“Drimiks Expersence™ category.

They fnisiead runners up of the three finalists overall at
the awards ceremony held at Bovey Castle, Dorset.

Other Pub News:

Apologies to the Management of
Byrons Bar at Regent Circus in
Swindon for incorrectly reporting,
in the Iast issue of The TUN that it
had closed, when it hasn't.

Sorry for any inconvenience
caused.

Ark=l's Brewery have recently purchased The Volunteer
a2t Gre=t Somerford and The Riverside at Lechlade.

The New Inm at Winterbourne Monkton has re-opened as
2 Pub. after being solely 2 B & B in recent months.

Chris James

Please do email us if you have pub news from your local
or area: edilor@swindoncamra.org.uk

Brewery News:

Arkells: Maypole Mild is the first mild Arkells have brewed in |

a few years, which you should find at your local Arkells pub.
! Now the warmer weather is here Summer Ale is also now out.
| Ramsbury: In recent months beer production has
broken all records. Hells Highway was a mild for May and was
well received. Future beers will include GWR Whistieblower
and Sunsplash and they will be brewing a beer for a local
| Wetherspoons beer festival at the end of June. 508 is now
| available in 500ml bottles with the recipe having been tweaked
| alittle.

Archers: Happily back in full brewing swing, despite the
drop in trade nationwide and Is currently branching out further
in the North with the help of a couple of very reliable distribu-
tors, Orders for beer festivals around the country have been
| flying in, including most recently Reading and with Chelmsford
| Derby and Cardiff coming up.

Three Castles:At present they are locking for expansion
and are ploughing all money back into the brewery. They have
a new bottling plant and gxira brewing capacity. Looking at

| places like Garden Centras etc to sell their bottled beer.

| Please email your breweries recent news to:
icamra.org.uk
For inclusion in the next edition of *The Tun’,

editorf

| contact@swindoncamra.org.uk
| www.camra.ore.uk
|

The Licensee’s at the Blue Boar,
Aldbourne organised their first Beer
Festival over the weekend of the 4th-6th
April, keeping a tradition that they used
to do at their previous pub, The Cherry
Tree at Steventon near Abingdon.
Among the sixteen real ales were Otter,
Doom Bar and Double Dragon. They are
hoping to organise another Beer festival
in October, so watch this space.

On 23rd April, we held a social get
together at The Inn With The Well at
Ogbourne St George, where they were
celebrating their fifth St George’s Day
Beer Festival. '

Among the nine real ales was Sharpe’s
St George Ale. Other's included
Ramsbury’s Kennet Valley, King Alfred
Ales from Hampshire brewery and
Theakston’s Old Peculiar —

All reasonably priced at £2.50.

Chris James




Page 4 The Tun

CALLING ALL SW.'NDON & NORTH WILTS AREA CAMRA MEMBERS

All of CAMRA ‘s members are highly valued. Without you the
organisation would not exist, but did you know that CAMRA
Membership can mean so much more than your monthly copy of
What’s Brewing and the occasional trip to the local beer festival?

\ CAMRA is a very active organisation full of personalities getting

| involved in many different ways, from taking part in surveying local
pubs, distributing membership leaflets to running local and national
beer festivals. The work is varied, challenging, but most of all,
enjoyable. There is an element of commitment, but ultimately it is
like-minded individuals working together and having a good time that really encourages
members to give up their valuable time in this way.

Why bother? Well without more individuals getting actively involved, CAMRA will
struggle to grow and develop. Local branches are always looking for new faces to join in
at meetings or social events and would be happy to hear from you. So why not become a
more active part of CAMRA? It is rewarding, fun and will no doubt at some point involve
having a few pints. S

Not a member, see below for details on becoming a
CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) member.

Local contact details can be found here in the TUN, in
“What’s Brewing’ and on our local CAMRA branch web-
site www.swindoncamra.org.uk

Graham White — Swindon & North Wilts CAMRA Chairman

Membe-r_'s_hip Info: =4

By being a member of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale), your subscription helps to
finance the Campaign and when we are lobbying for improvements to legislation, or
campaigning to keep breweries in business and pubs open, the more members means the
mote weight we have and that we can be taken more seriously.

Current membership in Swindon & North Wiltshire is just over 400, while nationally it is
over 88,000. If you are not already a member, a membership form is available on page 11
for you to complete or join online at www.camra.org.uk Membership fees are just £20
per year (£1.66 a month) by direct debit.

There are many benefits to being a CAMRA member. A couple of
which are; Free or discounted entry into over 150 beer festivals
that CAMRA organise, including the Great British Beer Festival
and the exclusive members Newspaper called ‘What’s Brewing’,

a monthly newspaper informing you of beer & pub news and
detailing events and beer festivals from around the country.
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Minutes of the Swinetown CAMRA Branch Meeting
at the Rat & Weasel, Bingetown, 16th May 2008.

The meeting was scheduled to begin at 7.30pm and just after 8.15 the Branch
Chairman. Orson Cart, said that if the little old lady drinking port and lemon, Ann
Teak. the barmaid. Enid Adrink, the landlord's dog, and the suit of armour in the
comner were counted then the meeting was a quorum and may as well start. Beers
were ordered. &
April Furst. the Secretary, was unable to produce the minutes of the last meeting
but as nobody could remember what had happened, or even when the last meeting
was. it was agreed to take the minutes as read. '
Beer Break.
Owen Monie. the Treasurer, said that finances were finely balanced after a sizeable
donation to the local Alcoholics Anonymous branch. It was agreed that as all of us
were members of that organisation as well, this was a good move.
Beer Festival Organiser, Bev Ridge, said she had contacted the Council about
hinng the venue for the next Festival. Their response had been that after last year's
headhines in the Swinetown Evening News ("Real Ale Rowdies in Festival Orgy")
we should never darken their doors again.

eer Break.
Ellie Kopter, Social Secretary, informed the meeting that the recent coach trip had
been 2 great success though none of the three people who went could remember
where they'd been. At least, there were only three people when they got back -
there was a vague recollection of more starting off.
Beer break
Ed Banger. Newsletter Editor, reported progress with the current libel actions. He
was now confident that the financial damage could be restricted to six figures. He
cknowledged that his description of the Alistair Darling Arms as "an absolute
and an establishment I would not like to take my dog” was unnecessarily
arsh and he would return to more reasoned criticism in future.
At that point another beer break was announced and the meeting finished in
disarray as some did not return, but played darts instead.

-
G
B

Yes. this may be a fictitious account of a Branch Meeting and no character above
bears any relationship to any person living, dead or currently comatose (I hope!).
Meetings do not (much) resemble the above account.

So. why not come along to a CAMRA meeting and see what they're really like -
All are welcome. These are usually held on the first Wednesday in every month.
For details, please consult What’s Brewing, the TUN, Branch website
Www.swindoncamra.org.uk or Branch Contact (Gill White Tel: 07817207304).
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More than 70 mal ala.s and ciderz on sale!

ON Saturday 12th April the Swindon CAMRA Branch took off In a
minibus to sunny Plymouth to hand over the Beer of the Festival
to South Hams, a few months later than planned (it was 1-3 Nov
2007 for those of you too intoxicated to remember when it was).

Their beer ‘Eddystone’ was chosen as Beer of the Festival, on the
first day by a tasting panel of local brewers and publicans.

Why to Plymouth rather than South Hams? The South Hams
Brewery was formed in 2004, It's origins go back to 1993 when it
started as the Sutton Brewery of Plymouth. When it outgrew it's
original premises it moved to South Hams under that name.

The branch met with Ben the brewer and Quintin (both below far
left respectively), one of the owners at the Thistle Park pub,
originally the brew house where the brewing operation started
(see picture below)

A warm welcome was given and a buffet lunch laid on for the
visiting members (weary traveller from Swindon), washed down
with ample sampling of their good range of ales. Both Ben and
Quintin were very pleased to recelve such af.accolade from
‘Swindon CAMRA’ and the Swindon Beer Fe;%ﬂ?'.

Hans Hoffbauer (below far right)




| Design Our 2008 Beer Festival Logo Competition
| g e - .

' Been to last autumn's Swindon Beer Festival and got the glass and the beer programme?

!_ Even if you couldn't make it last year, no problem, how about designing the logo for our
[ 2008 annual Swindon Beer Festival to be held between the 30th October to 1st November
' (Thursday, Friday & Saturday)?
Il Come on folks, put pen to paper, pencil to sketch pad or if you're techie put those PC art-
| work skills o work and create a logo that would put the Olympic 2012 'Artwork’ fo shame.

l Your design will be used for our festival glasses, posters, beer pnogramme and all other
 publicity to promote the 2008 Festival.

' The logo must still feature IKB in some form (chappy in tall black hat below), due to the
strong links we have with the railway in Swindon and as we plan to offer well over 100
beers next year (yes that's 100!) you may want to include this in the design (hint, hint -
Ed).

The winning design will also feature on t-shirts, which will be available to buy for the first
time at the festivall N,

The winner will receive the following fartastic prizes:

Free CAMRA Membership for a year

A Free copy of the 2009 Good Beer Guide

Free entry to this year's festival (yes that's all three day and night sessions)

A T-shirt with your logo printed on and a mug-shot of yourself in the Beer Festival
Autumn Tun edition & the Festival programme (framed)!!!

The only rules are:

ENTRANTS MUST BE AGED 18+ by the start of the festival.

THE DESIGN MUST FEATURE IKB

"Mmm......Beer" IN SOME FORM

B All designs must be cimoiled on a jpeg file as an
4 attachment by 31" August 2008 to:
d‘" -d;- Ol l"t xWin I:':{\ ncammna i 1

which gives you plenty of time to get cracking.
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Focus On: North Swindo

Wednesday 14 May dawned bright and sunny and it was off across Swﬁidon on the
13/14 bus route to alight at the Boundary House in Moredon at 10.50. The pub

does not open until 12 so time to walk to the Tawny Owl (below left) at Taw Hill.

' The Tawny Owl pub is a modern estate pub owned by Arkells, whose interior is
typical of the new pubs in the Northern i
expansion area of Swindon. Open all day, |
and more geared to families, it has the usual ‘
Arkells range, but had in addition Maypole *
Mild, the first mild brewed by Arkells since |
Mush Tun many years ago. Summer Ale

was also available. Couples considering |
years of bliss ahead can be married here, as

it holds a license to hold weddings. |

Retracing steps back to the Boundary House
(right). An Arkells house, only 3B’s was on.
Open plan with different drinking areas, it also |
has a conservatory for families. Pub hosts live b
music and a quiz on a Sunday. '

Walking now through Moredon and Cheney Manor, past the lake and into the back
of the Manor. This has changed completely from my day. Now more a family pub, |
it has several drinking areas and still retains a separate public bar together with a
pool table. Arkell’s 3B’s and Summer Ale were available.

Route now through the back of Rodbourne to the Southbrook and still the site

amazes. An old farmhouse in Swindon! Right hand bar is mainly for eating, the left
for drinking. Three dartboards and a cabinet full of cups from previous _
competitions. Courage Best Bitter & Directors available. & |

s | Continuing on through to Gorse Hill, to the Duke of
@ Edinburgh in Cricklade Road. Open bar with separate
area for pool. Arkell’s 3B’s on. el

To finish, regrettably the Princess in Beatrice Street
had no real ale on, but speaking to the landlord there
may be a hope for this in the near future.

Graham White




The L;\MRA M;mhcrs Weekﬁd & Annual Geneml Meetmn 2008 muk plau., in Cardlﬁ over a
long weekend between 18th-20th April. The weekend was very well attended with over 750
_ members visiting Cardiff City Hall. The City Hall is situated in
b the town centre near the castle and main shopping area and

g about 10-15 minutes walk from the central train and bus
stations.
CAMRA members from all over Britain attend the AGM
which was supported with a beer festival held in the main hall.
Three of Swindon & North Wilts CAMRA branch members decided to brave the Welsh
weather (usually some sort of rain in the offing) and take the short train journey ride from
Swindon to the Welsh capital. Brewery Bird, 'Ed and myself rolled up to the city hall gafter
a somewhat interesting time checking into our hotel—but that’s a story for another day) to
sign in and pick up our registration packs which came in a nifty carry-case including a
name badge, ever important schedule and local CAMRA branch info that we would need
for the weekend., also included was the priceless pint glass for use at the beer festival.
Into the large main hall we trundled to be met with an array of
interesting beers, in the main sourced from Welsh and local
English breweries. The ever important glasses are marked with
half and third of a pint for those wishing to try several different
types & tastes of the beers on offer (Picture left—Brewery bird, left and ‘Ed, right sampling
some of the beers available).
Local brewery tripssage another excellent feature on offer to the members, usually taken on the
Saturday afternoon/evegging afler the days AGM business is done for the day, Us eager three
opted to visit the Otley Brewing Company at Pontypridd (up in the South Wales valleys).
This family run award winning brewery started as an idea in 2002 with ‘01", the first brew, being launched on 1st of August
2005. Producing a family of six regular ales that are distributed all over South, Mid & West Wales, not only in cask but in
bottles too, Hand crafied using the finest malted barley and hops, the company produces
L e ' * heers of a consistently high standard. Packed with flavours and
' ET' aromas they appeal to real ale lovers all over, whether male,
" female, young or old. The coach trip involved stopping off at
two of the pubs the brewing family own and being refreshed
not only with their tasty real ales but by being fed burger and
chips oo (something nice and stodgy to soak up the beer).
Funnily enough by this time the rains were upon us up in the
valleys. So it was a welcome relief to get back on the coach
and onto the brewery where the head brewer (Pictured left)
® oave us a talk on the short history of the brewery and answered
questions from the group.
Generous samples of their beers were on offer (Pictured
right—*Ed, left and Brewery Bird, right trying out the ales)
and also bottles of their beers were available to buy to take
I away (Picture bottom lefi—Nick, in charge of marketing &

| sales at the brewery). Well, from such a smiley chap, we
' couldn’t resist making a purchase or two.....
It was then back on the coach to return to the City Hall for a
B last half before bed. Afiter two nights in less than comfy beds us
intrepid trio were glad to board the train back to Swindon after
an interesting and eventful weekend in Cardiff.
The National Chairperson for CAMRA, Paula Waters summed
up what was a very successful weekend by thanking everyone who had attended, especially
the local organisers and volunteers who had made the event possible. Thoughts are already
turning to next vears event which will be held in Eastbourne between 17th-19th April 2009,

= o

David Heavens aka Combat Man

www.otleybrewing.co.uk












