The joint real ale newsletter of Swindon & Nnrth Wlltshlre and
North West Wiltshire branches of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale)

Formally "The Tun’, brought to you previously, by Swindon & North Wiltshire CAMRA branch,
who have now joined forces with North West Wiltshire CAMRA branch to bring you The Rising
Tun’ covering a much larger area and readership for North Wiltshire - Circulation 3000

windon & North Wiltshire branch and
North West Wiltshire branch of CAMRA
have been supporting each other for

many years in their activities, beer festivals and
campaigning.

With many CAMRA members and beer, real ale &
cider drinkers commuting daily over the invisible
boundarythatseparate the branches, and the
world getting "ever sratler’, W'E felt it was the :
right time to share: mfermatmn from further
afield with ynu.;uur'_readers

For those wha frequantLy traveL acméé ol h ==

Chmrp‘erson ' :
Nurth West Wi ltshlre _CA' IRA
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THE RISING TUN' is the newsletter of Swindon
& Naorth Wiltshire and North West Wiltshire
CAMRA [Campaign for Real Ale] branches.

Published Quarterly:

March, June, September & December with each
issue 3000 FREE copies are distributed to pubs
and other drinking establishments across the
Swindon, Chippenham and surrounding areas of
North Wiltshire. Please email the editor if you
would like to be included on the distribution list.

Editor:
Joanne Heavens:
editorfdswindoncamra.org.uk

To Advertise:

MNeil Richards

Matelot Marketing

015346 358470
r.richardsidbtinternet.com

Valuable contributions have been received for
this issue from:

Ruth Shepherd, Abigail Newton,

David Heavens, Chris James, and others.

Back issues:

All Swindon & North Wiltshire and Naorth West
Wiltshire CAMRA branches Real Ale news, can be
found on our websites:
www.swindoncamra.org.uk
www.nwwiliscamra.org.uk

Please do share with fellow beer lovers this
issue of 'The Rising Tun’ and then dispose of it
carefully.

The views expressed in this publication are those
of the individual contributors and not necessarily
those of the branch or CAMRA® Ltd.

www.camra.org.uk

CAMPAIGNING FOR REAL ALE, PUBS AND
DRINKERS' RIGHTS SINCE 1971

2 | Avtumn 2008

- ot & - LN = - B - B L= T S

All meetings and social events are
relaxed and friendly. Please feel free
to come along and join in:

1st October
The Harrow, Wanborough, 5N4 OAE
[8pm - branch monthly meeting)

15th October
The Kings Arms, Wood Street, Swindon
[Beer Festival meeting)

5th November
The Kings Arms, Wood Street, Swindan
[8pm - branch monthly meeting]

3rd December
The Glue Pat, 5 Emlyn Sg, Swindon
[8pm - branch monthly meeting)

17th January 09

The Sunn Inn, The Street,
Lydiard Millicent, SN5 3LU
(Annual Branch Dinner)

[ i B W

2th September
The Talbot, Calne
8pm ~ branch monthly meeting)

T4th October
The Pheasant, Chippenham
(Branch AGM]

All CAMRA members and non-members are
welcome to attend. Please do check our websites
before setting off, far any of the above, in case of
any last minute venue changes.
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he choosing, pressing and blending of
Tthe fruit to make cider is just as much of

a craft as making beer and preduces a
vasl range of tastes, styles and aromas, similar
to those produced in fine wine, Like wine, each
year's fruit produces a unigue vinlage, so much
so that cider and perry have been somelimes
called The Wine of the West',

October is a very active time for producers,
especially for those who make only a small
amount of cider. Harvest time for cider fruit is
roughly from September to November and by
October production is in full flow

Unlike real ale produclion, which can happen
at any time of the yvear, real ¢cider & perry can
only be made when the fruit is ripe. Great skill
goes into producing both products. Great store
is placed by the Craft Brewer in the quality of
ingredients and variety of flavours created by
the malt, hops, yeast and water used to brew the
beer.

It is a Producerrather than a Brewer that
makes cider & perry. They may use a mixture
of bittersweet and bittersharp cider apples or
sweet dessert apples, or a mixture of the two
to make cider; but perry can only be made from
specialized perry pears, which are high in natural
tannin.

LCAMRA already have the month of May set
aside as Mild Month and following on the success
of the Mild campaign, CAMEA has now set
October aside as Cider & Perry Month,

Swindon's 22nd Annual Beer Festival between
Thursday 30th Oct and Saturday 15t Nov will have
a range of Ciders and Perries if you fancy giving
them a try.

Frinted by Lodge Printers Ltd Tel Q71487 832629
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CAMRA's National Pub of the Year comp.etltmn.

to rnake the Grand Final whlch censists of 4 pubs.

of the Year 2008 - The Five Bells at Wootton

the quahty and range of its beers and the pub’s

North West Wiltshire CAMRA Branch Pub of The:

‘year in a row that The Bell has won this award! A

r ﬁmﬁmmmmﬁ-

of the Year Faﬁ%

The Pub of the year is an annual ccompetition held
by CAMRA to find the “best” Pub in Britain.

Pubs are judged an a number of criteria which
include:- Quality of Beer, Atmosphere/Style/
Décar, Service & Welcome, Clientele Mix,
Sympathy with CAMRA Aims, Value for mene}r

is judged by the CAMRA membership. Each of
the 200 branches vote for their faveurite pub.
The branch winners are entered into 16 regional
competitions and then the 16 winners battle it out

Swindon & North Wiltshire CAMRA Branch Pub
Bassett Thisisa worthy nominee because of

atmosphere among it's other great attributes.

Year 2008 - The Bell Inn at Lacock, Thisi is the 5th

really great pub-and a must visit for anyone who
has not been there before.

South West's regional shortlisted pub was The
Oltd Spot Inn, Dursley, Gloucestershire which
went on to be'the overall winnner

The Old Spot Inn is described in CAMRA's Good
Beer Guide 2008 as “This 100 year old free hﬂUSe
named after the Gloucestershire Old Spot pig,
has been: sympath etically restored by its owner,
Ric S_ainty The intimate atmosphere is enhanced
by log fires and brewery memorabilia. As well as
Uley's Old Ric, named after the owner, it offers
five guest beers, mainly fram micro- brewers
served in five separate drinking areas.

The wholesome menu is. availahte 12-8pm on
week days and 12- -3pm at weekends. On the
Cotswold Way, this convivial local is a popular
watering hole for \.mralke‘rs= The secluded garden
has a boules piste.”

Certainly worth a visit and not to far away from
our North Wiltshire area either.
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B g/l t: 01793 724749

AL HIHHII&\l

Traditional pub serving real ales
Lively saloon bar

and home-cooked food.
ik Regular live entertainment

I I" iz a i aciia e s hotEepetis e nEL s 0ok

st B Bl T el giestalosas
Cosy lounge
Home-made traditional English food

foxand hounds=ha};’dnnwick.a:.o.uk

v avaitableaiot
wll as aseliction ofdraieh Eagers s and cidet

Beer festivals in April and October

01672 540237 -

www.thepubonthegreen.com
h Street, HaydonSick; Swindon, Wiltshire; SN25 LFER

bluchoargreen@biconnect.com 10 Hig
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The Great Brltlsh Beer Festlval 2008

beer [which was ticketed in

& advance). The organizers had also
& brought in an array of catering

| stands offering everything from
1 Sausages & Mash to Thai dishes.
- Most heer festivals will vote for
2 ‘Beer of the Festival and the

® Great British Beer Festival is no
different, although here is called
the 'Champion Beer of Bpitain’

| [CBOBJ. ‘Alton’s Pride’ brewed by
Triple fff Brewery in Hampshire
was judged to be the best beer

in Britain by a panel of brewers,
beer writers and journalists. The
finalists are chosen on a regional
basis via a local tasting panel and

Tuesday 5th August marked
the start of a very special event
on every CAMRA member’s
calendar.
It was that time of year when
Earls Court, Londaon, once
again threw open its deors on
the CAMRA "Great British Beer
Festival. Literally the world's
BIGGEST pub for 5 whole days!
Over 450 beers were served
from British Breweries including
golden ales, fruit beers, stouts
and lagers; not to mention
ciders, perries and British wines,
bottled ales & over 200 foreign
beers from around the world!

As a regular attendee for some years, | need regional beer judging competitions. This ensures
to be quick to point out that it was net just for a good geographical spread for the 40 finalists of
the bearded, sock & sandal wearing, rucksack this prestigious award.

carrying types. There was entertainment in

the form of live music throughout the week, Ruth Shepherd

traditional pub games for the competitive and for ~ Swindon & North Wiltshire CAMRA Branch
the more studious or curious; tutored tastings
with some of the worlds leading experts an

To help ensure your survival | have drawn on  Etiquette. Don't be afraid to ask for a small

past experiences (and the help of others less tasterif you're not sure, however, you will be
inebriated) to bring you the following essential politely asked to move on if you're considered
Beer Festival Survival Guide... to be taking Liberties...
* Rucksacks may have a reputation as the Beer * Food. You will need to eat to counteract the
Spotters best friend, but if you can live with beer intake and there are usually plenty of
the shame for just a day, you'll be glad you did options even for the most fussy of eaters
when you leave laden with itemns you never - unless you've made full use of the rucksack
anticipated buying - handy for carrying a bottle and come pre_pared'..-..
of water too. % Take plenty of cash. A lot of beer festivals
% Don't panic drink! With so many beers to today use a token system which you pay for up
choose from, it's easy to get carried away. front, but sometimes it can be cash bars only.
Halves or thirds are a safer choice If you're Kerching!!!
intent on trying more than a couple of beers. % Be hice to staffl We're all volunteers at CAMRA
# Experiment, So you may only like lager or beer festivals, having given up precious time
maybe dark beers are your thing, or maybe off or holiday time to ensure you have the best
you haven't a clue where to start! Talk to the 'expe’riente,'lt's hard work, but its flin which
bar staff. They usually know a fair bit about is why we do it. Join CAMRA and find out for
the beers or can find someane who does. yourself!
Challenge your taste buds and try something /
differant! Hope to see you at a beer festjval near by soon!
Autumn 2008 it RPN ToN 5
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HOLME STORES, GORING, BERKSHIRE.
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mention and certainly a visit if you like your bottled real ales & beers.

Within an hour’s drive from Swindon is the lovely riverside village of Goring-on-Thames. Like
so many countryside villages, Goring has a very small selection of local shops. One of which is a local
convenience store called "‘Westholme Stores’ part of the Londis chain. Unlike other Londis or other
village convenience stores you may have chanced upon, this one is a jewel in the crown of boltle beers.
Goring's Londis stocks over 600 baottled beers from around the world. The main bulk of these are made
up of bottle beers from the British Isles. There is also a fine selection of Belgian and European beers
for the discerning foreign tongues amongst you.

The owner, a friendly chap called Jack Patel, seeks out ‘Real Ales in the Bottle’ from all over Britain.
So it a continuing pleasure to revisit his store as there is something new to be had each and every time.
A recent visit threw up beers from Devon, Cornwall, Yorkshire, Norfolk and Scotland, amongst others.
Jack is only to willing to help you if you are stumped for what to choose from the extensive range on
offer and with around 100 'Bottled Conditioned’ beers to choose from it's always worth the journey.

If you're not pushed for time, park up near the Thames and take a walk along its river bank, as it is
a very pretty village with many landscape photographic opportunities. Just make sure you arrive with
your camera and space in your car as you're sure not to leave Goring-on-Thames empty handed.

Dave Heavens - Swindon & Morth Wilts CAMRA branch

3_ lthough this is a little way out of both our CAMRA branch areas, this shop deserves a hearty

] .
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CRAFTED BY THE AWARD WINNING
WILTSHIRE BREWERY

Dark Delight

-~
A NELSON:S
FENERQUAD DELIGHT.

ALY

o & A

SEASONAL AND MONTHLY SPECIALS
ALSO AVAILABLE

TeL: 01725 513 313
Fax: 01725 513 513
EMAIL: martins@downtonbrewerycom

ok NORION By

Independent Family Brewers
Suppliers to the License trade

Brewery Tours by arrangement. Shop and
Museum open from 9am to 5pm
Monday to Friday
For further details visit our website

Tel: 01608 737210 - quote ref. AD150
www.hookv.co.uk

Hook Norton Brewery Co Limited, The
Brewery, Hook Norton, Oxon OX15 5NY

Award-Winning Cask Ales
"Trade and Retail Sales
Brewery Shop
Open Mon-Fri 10-4pm Sat 10-1pm h
~ Brewery Merchandise ~
~ Gifts ~ Beer ~
The Old Bakery, Yattendon,
Thatcham, Berks RG18 QUE
01635 202968 www.wbbrew.co.uk
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‘Sometimes when | reflect back on all the wine | drink | feel shame. Then | look into the glass and think
aboul the workers in the vineyards and all of their hopes and dreams. If | didn't drink this wine, they
might be out of work and their dreams would be shattered. Then | say to myself. ‘It is better that | drink
this wine and let their dreams come trye than be selfish and worry about my liver.' ~ Jack Handy
WARNING: The cansumption of alcohol may leave you wondering what the hell happened to your bra
and panties among other things.

| feel sorry for people who don’t drink. When they wake up in the maerning, that's as good as they're
going to feel all day.” ~ Frank Sinaira

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may create the illusion that you are tougher, smarter, faster
and better looking than most people.

‘When | read about the evils of drinking, | gave up reading.” ~ Henny Youngman

WARNING: The consumption of alcohel may lead you to think people are laughing WITH you.

‘24 hours in a day, 24 beers in a case. Coincidence? | think not. ~ Stephen Wright

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol May cause you to think you can sing.

‘When we drink, we get drunk. When we get drunk, we fall asleep. When we fall asleep, we commit no
sin. When we commit no sin, we go to heaven. So, let's all get drunk and go to heaven!' ~ Brian 0 Rourke

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may Cause pregnancy.

‘Beer is proof that Gad loves ys and wants us to be happy.’ ~ Benjamin Franklin

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol is 5 major factor in dancing like your dad or worse, your
grandad.

‘Without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is beer Oh, I grant you thal the
wheel was also a fine invention, but the wheel does not go nearly as well with pizza.’ - Dave Barry

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may cause you to tell your friends over and over again that you
love them.

To some it's a six-pack, to me it's a support Group. Salvation in a can! -~ Dave Howell

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may make you think you can logically converse with members
of the opposite sex without spitting.

And saving the best for last, as explained by Cliff Clavin, of Cheers. One afternoon at Cheers, Cliff
Clavin was explaining the * Buffalo Theory' to his buddy Norm. Here's how it went:

‘Well ya see, Norm, it's like this... A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest buffalo. And
when the herd js hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones al the back that are killed first. This natural
selection is good for the herd as a whole, because the general speed and health of the whole group
keeps improving by the regular killing of the weakest members. In much the same way, the human
brain can only operate as fast as the slowest brain cells. Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know,

kills brain celts. But naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakect brain cells first. In this way, regular
consumption of beer eliminates the weaker brain cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient
machine. That's why you always feel smarter after a few beers.

WARNING: The consumption of alcohol may make you think you are whispering when you are not.

el
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5.t-la-. ' Bui ' ival dtesl Red: L.mn FleLd an’r Sands, Burbacre
= AR I:;rurﬁage’resfwai GOk fur o et s =
“Hth=RAEh - tival o at€$+mders§Wem ‘;anmrset Raalway Station, Mineheeds
w.w A WSEETY; ukfcarnrazﬁﬂa formora-gatalis
J9th=20th
Laﬂg"urd Spnrts B SELh:I Club S..&epta Langlm - Hes Ground: Satishiiny:
Email; infomlangfordhasrfestival orais orcatt Steve Wyre an 01722 790935
: U Sl eneaver Eane BREBUA-BBEIG Eive Musm
1—mn‘| 12pm £5 n sywnh fee gLaﬁﬂ% i heer tokens. Fickets fromy Wootion Basgett
Righy Foothall Glubon sundays h&iw&an 2= lpm fropciabinuss— _
295t nes i Helging 3 bearfdstat tne Cine i Trmwhndua _
o (]E]pm ik mldmght Selection cilccatales on tap = food andtive rnusu:
: S E"htr}f = WLlh fees glass and pﬂugmmme :
26th-28th er Fes [zg:r+ aies G s Mm etonsinEMarsh kad f“l.uL‘
E?:atsh:rrd ﬂuad Mnretan Siri-Marsh :
W gLoaq.amra mndlamyahu GO i.‘.llf fr::r e detariq
oo Wessex Beer Festival v 100 ales & cigsrsl Roysl Bath & West Showground:
_Shoptnn Malletl E:r:rmérset AN, we&:‘-'.exbaerfﬁslwan co-uiciacriore tetails

13fh;1'?th 315t Bath Bee estivalil it ThE F’aw i, Narth Parade Road, Sath:
: A ba*handbnrrjm seahiie.org Uk for iHore details
20th=3%st '[! Fu Bee {85 alos) Sir Danieb AEms;
The Grrvzs E'x Fhe Savm pubs m Swindon towmncentre: Sttparticipating:

210 S S S Beer Festival i =[5 ales + ciders & perneal Sleam Museurn,
-.KErnbL;e Drnre .:-wwmian wWivRSHIndoatamFaio gLk faF moEe: details

Ftease kegp theckmg nur wabsite for details on forthcoming beer festivals :
- Www.camra, ““for-an up to date calendar of all nationat CAM RA organized beer festivals,

& L Y % R = Send us in your best ‘Beer Goggles’ picture for inclusion in
@]O 8 Co’r];)@ » ‘Joke Corner’ and/or your best/worst beer or pub jokes.

Palar Bearwai-k; into a pub and asks for a pint of bitter .....,
Barman asks ‘Why the big pause”?
Polar Bear replies "Because I'm a Polar Bear™.

. N Si
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“I'M ONLY HERE
FOR THE BEER’

THE 2™ ASCOT RACECOURSE BEER FESTIVAL
Friday 26th and Saturday 27th September 2008

o Exclusive HALF PRICE admission for CAMRA members - prices from just
£5 on Friday and £7.50 on Saturday.

e Excellent programme of racing.

e Over 130 real ales, ciders and perries to sample with tasting notes.
All at £1.25 per half pint and £2.50 per pint.

» Hot and cold food available all day.
* Gates and Bars open at 1Tam. Last orders 4.15pm on Friday and 5.45pm on Saturday.

* Live music on both days.

* Free parking or a 7 minute walk from Ascot Railway Station.

%
i
To book tickets, call 0870 727 1234 or visit ascot.co.uk [‘ kj SCOt U
quoti ng CAMRAQDS. The World's Most Famous Racecourse
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